Anthrax in children: a long forgotten, potentially fatal infection.
After a brief account of anthrax morbidity in northern Greece in recent years, 4 cases in 1977 of cutaneous anthrax in 10 to 13-year-old children are presented. Two had an atypical cutaneous lesion. In 1 of these, a 13-year-old girl, the disease was complicated by severe, eventually fatal meningitis. Death ensued despite intensive treatment with high doses of penicillin and hydrocortisone. This case is the first report of anthrax meningitis in a child in Greece and the third reported in the last 15 years. We stress the diagnostic difficulties in atypical cases of cutaneous anthrax and the need for early diagnosis and treatment to avoid spread of infection and appearance of complications such as the usually fatal meningitis.